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The ordinances drew a sharp line between the merchant Exclusion
and the retailer; and, in the case of London, they excluded
from membership anyone engaged in retail trade1. The
attempt to apply the prohibition to the provinces in the
sixteenth century broke down 2, and in the northern ports,
at any rate, the majority of merchants kept open shop 3, It
was also forbidden to all members, metropolitan or provincial,
to frequent fairs and markets with their wares. The ban
on retail trade was in harmony with the mediaeval principle,
one man one trade 4, and it was inspired by the fear that
retailers, dealing direct with the consumer, would " beat
the merchant wholly out of the trade " ; and so " take the
living from their brethren " 5. " The rich retailers", said
the Merchant Venturers of Bristol6, " as the grocer, mercer,
haberdasher, soapmaker, vintner, etc., adventuring them-
selves, must needs undo all the poorer sort who do not
adventure, and eat out the mere merchants who have but
those to whom they may make their vent. Unskilfuhiess
in merchandise, and great numbers going over on the seas,
must greatly abase our English commodities and advance
the price of foreign wares: for the more there are to sell
there the worse market they will make, and the more buyers
of strange commodities the dearer they must be. ... It
is injurious to him who has served seven or eight years, and
1 The Lawes, Customes and Ordinances of the Fellowshippe of Merchantes
Adventurers, 109-111. See Gresham's letter in Burgon, Life of Gresham, i.
464. Retail trade was interpreted to mean the sale of quantities less than
one piece (woollen, linen and silk cloths) ; ten pieces (fustians and says);
a hundred pounds (pepper); six dozen (knives), etc. The restriction did
not apply to the trade in victuals and precious stones imported from
abroad: The Lawes, Customes and Ordinances of the Fellowshippe of
Merchantes Adventurers, 111-114.                                * Infra, p. 256.
s Newcastle Merchant Adventurers, i. 187; ii. 42-43; York Merchant
Adventurers, 230, 234. The ordinances excluded the provinces from the
prohibition : The Lawes, Customes and Ordinances of the Fellowshippe of
Merchantes Adventurers, 114. See also House of Commons Journals, i, 579.
* Supra, vol. i. 357. For the efforts of provincial merchants to exclude
retailers, see ibid. 435-436.
5  Child, A New Discourse of Trade (4th ed.}, 115 ;  Yorft Merchant
Adventurers* 216.
6  State Papers Domestic, Addenda, 1566-1579, p. 344.    The Act of
Parliament (1566) connrming the Bristol charter, by which retailers were
excluded, was repealed in 1571 owing to local opposition;   but in 1612
the corporation authorized tie society to exclude retailers;   Latimer,
Merchant Venturers of Bristol, 47, 55, 66,